
World History:  Chapter 4 
The First Civilizations: 
 

I.  As you read chapter 4, “The First Civilizations”, list new tools and 
technology that the first civilizations created in the left hand 
column.  In the right hand column, explain how this new 
technology improved people’s lives and led to the creation of 
larger cities. 

New Technology: How it improved lives and led to the 
development of larger cities: 

Example:  Granaries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Granaries allowed people to store 
surplus food which could feed a 
growing population 

 
2.  Use the timeline on pages 56-57 to answer the following questions: 
 

a.  What was first civilization and when did it exist? 
 

b.  How many years after Egypt was founded did the Olmec create their 
civilization? 
 

c.  What was the last “First Civilization” to develop? 
 

3.  Explain why early civilizations such as Mesopotamia developed along 
rivers.  What were two advantages of living near a water source? 
 
 
 



4.  Using the maps on pg. 58-61 find the location of the first civilizations.  
Indicate the name of the modern day country in which these cities would 
have existed. 
 

a. Mesopotamia:  Iraq 
b. Egypt: 
c. Mohenjo-Daro: 
d. Olmec: 
e. Chavin:  

 
5.  As you read the about the various first civilizations, note features each 
of these societies shared: 
 
Example:  Each society had a religion and built temples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Use the Venn diagram below to compare the writing system of the 
Sumerians to the writing system of the Egyptians.  How were they the 
same?  How were they different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Powerpoint Presentation:   
 
Choose one of the first civilizations you studied in this chapter.  You will 
create a slide show comparing the characteristics of that civilization to a 
large city in a modern-day civilization.  Set up 8 slides comparing the two 
cities.   
 
Your slides should compare the following information 

• Location and Date:  In what area of the country is it located?  Is it on 
or near a water source? 

• Size:  What is the estimated size of this city? 
• Describe their religion(s):  Residents in modern cities often worship 

more than one religion.  Indicate a few main religions. 
• What were some technologies they developed? Explain how this 

technology improved their lives. 
• What language and writing did they create? 
• Describe the various special skills and jobs people had in this culture. 
• Describe their buildings. 
• Describe their government or system of laws. 

 
You may need to consult websites to find information about the cultures 
you are studying.  Below are some helpful websites: 
 
mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/ 
www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/ 
www.kidspast.com/world-history/0273-olmecs.php  
www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/.../cultures/chavin.html 
 
To research a modern city:  Look up the city + demographics (gives facts 
about population, income and ethnic groups in a city). 
  

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/

